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CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS, WZ 

SUBJECT: HARASSMENT OF TRAVELERS IN EASTERN SWAZILAND 

REF: A) MBABANE 1098 B) MBABANE A-4, 77 MBABANE A-29 & 19 

SUMMARY: ON APRIL 3 EMBOFF TRAVELLED THROUGH EASTERN 
SECTION OF SWAZILAND THAT HAD REPRTEDLY BEEN LOCATION 
OF HARASSMENT OF BOTH BLACK AND WHITE TRAVELERS BY SWAZI 
SOLDIERS. EMBOFF CONFIRMED THAT INCIDENTS HAD BEEN 
NUMEROUS IN SOUTHEASTERN SWAZILAND AND OFTEN DANGEROUS 
AS SOLDIERS CARELESSLY HANDLED THEIR FIREARMS. THE 
SOLDIERS APPARENTLY WERE OVER-REACTING TO ORDERS TO 
TRY TO REDUCE ESCALATING VIOLENCE IN THE AREA THAT 
HAS RESULTED FROM A TRIBAL CLASH. END SUMMARY. 

1 . EMBOFF TRAVELLED THROUGH SOUTHEASTERN SWAZILAND TO 
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VERIFY REPORTS OF HARASSMENT OF BOTH BLACK AND WHITE 
TRAVELLERS BY SWAZI SOLDIERS. SEVERAL PEOPLE CONTACTED, 
INCLUDING AMERICAN MISSIONARIES RESIDENT IN THE AREA, HAD BEEN 
STOPPED, OR HAD FRIENDS AND RELATIVES WHO HAD BOTH THEIR 
PERSONS AND VEHICLES SEARCHED. ALL DESCRIPTIONS WERE 
UNANIMOUS IN THE BRUSQUE, THREATENING MANNER AND THE 
CARELESS HANDLING OF FIREARMS DISPLAYED BY THE SOLDIERS. 
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MOST PEOPLE CLAIMED THAT THE SOLDIERS HAD BEEN OR WERE DRINKING. 

2. THE FULLEST EXPLANATION CAME FROM M.C. 

CHRISTIE, HEAD OF MINE RECRUITING ORGANIZATION 
IN SITEKI. CHRISTIE HAD TO GET TWO SOUTH AFRICAN 
COLLEAGUES OUT OF LOCAL POLICE STATION AFTER 
SOLDIERS HAD FORCED THE MEN OUT OF THEIR CAR AT 
GUNPOINT AND TURNED THEM OVER TO LOCAL POLICE ON 
ILLEGAL ENTRY CHARGES. CHRISTIE DISCUSSED THE 
MATTER WITH POLICE WHO WERE ONLY TOO GLAD TO 
RELEASE THE TWO MEN AS THE CHARGES AGAINST THE MEN 
WERE QUITE INACCURATE AND SOLDIERS HAVE NO LEGAL 
BASIS TO ARREST ANYONE. CHRISTIE ALSO TALKED TO 

THE LIEUTENANT WHO WAS COMMANDING THE SQUAD THAT 
WAS HARASSING THE TRAVELLERS. 

3. THE LIEUTENANT STATED THAT THEY HAD BEEN ORDERED 
TO SEARCH FOR BOMBS AND WEAPONS THAT MIGHT BE USED 
IN THE ONGOING MNGOMEZULU TRIBAL FEUD. FYI. AS 
NOTED IN REFS B, THAT AREA OF SWAZILAND HAS BEEN 
THE SCENE OF REPEATED TRIBAL CLASHES AMONG THE 
MNGOMEZULU CLAN WHICH IS SPLIT INTO TWO FACTIONS 
FOLLOWING THE CHIEF'S BEING DEPOSED BY SOUTH 
AFRICAN AUTHORITIES. THE DEPOSED CHIEF AND AN 
ESTIMATED 5,000 OF HIS FOLLOWERS FLED TO 
SWAZILAND AND MADE RAIDS ACROSS THE BORDER INTO 
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SOUTH AFRICA. THE LEVEL OF VIOLENCE HAS ESCALATED 
AND NUMEROUS DEATHS HAVE BEEN REPORTED ON BOTH SIDES. 

END FYI. 

4. COMMENT: THE SOLDIERS WERE OBVIOUSLY OVER-REACTING AND 
THROWING THEIR WEIGHT AROUND. THERE WAS NO CLEAR EVIDENCE 
OF AN ANTI-WHITE BIAS IN THE SOLDIERS ACTIONS; SWAZIS 

WERE ALSO FORCED OUT OF THEIR CAR AT GUNPOINT AND THERE 
WERE UNCONFIRMED STORIES OF SWAZI WOMEN WHO WERE 
TRAVELING ALONG BEING DETAINED. SUPPOSEDLY THE 
PRIME MINISTER, WHO IS ARMY COMMANDER, WENT TO 
THE AREA AND PUT A STOP TO ALL SUCH INCIDENTS. 

PERLOW 
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